
 
 

“FUNDING MINORITY BUSINESSES- 
WHERE THE RUBBER MEETS THE ROAD” 

Tuesday, July 14th 2009•5:30–9:00 pm 
Federal Reserve Bank 

7th and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, PA 
*We will be accepting a ten dollar voluntary donation at the door 

 
Philadelphia, PA – There’s no doubt times are hard but there are still available sources of financing for minority businesses, which 
play a critical role in the greater Philadelphia economy by creating jobs and fostering the ongoing vitality of the region.  Minority-
business owners can learn about funding options for their enterprises by taking part in a discussion during the Entrepreneurs Forum of 
Greater Philadelphia’s July meeting.  Mayor Michael A. Nutter and Philadelphia Fed President Charles I. Plosser will kick off the 
meeting. and then turn it over to lenders from City National Bank, Unite Bank, and the Enterprise Center.  The Urban League of 
Philadelphia, which is dedicated to helping minority-owned businesses succeed, will also participate.   
 
Charles I. Plosser, Introduction, President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, became president and CEO of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia in August 2006. In this role, he participates in the Federal Open Market Committee, which is 
responsible for conducting our nation’s monetary policy.  Before joining the Fed, he was an economics professor at the University of 
Rochester’s  William E. Simon Graduate School of Business Administration, where he also served as dean from 1993 to 2003. During 
his career, he has been a visiting scholar at the Bank of England and the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis.  His research and 
teaching interests include monetary and fiscal policy, long-term economic growth, and banking and financial markets. He was co-
editor of the Journal of Monetary Economics for 20 years and is co-editor of Carnegie-Rochester Conference Series on Public Policy.  
He has served as a consultant to numerous companies including Chase Manhattan Bank, the Eastman Kodak Company, and The 
Wyatt Company.  He was a member of the New York State Board of Economic Advisors and served on the board of directors of 
ViaHealth Inc. and RGS Energy Group. He has served on advisory boards of the Rochester New Enterprise Forum, the Chase 
Manhattan Bank, and the University Technology Seed Fund, LLC.  He earned MBA and Ph.D. degrees from the University of 
Chicago.   
 
MODERATOR:  PANELISTS: 
 
Rob Tillman, Moderator, Special Advisor at the Federal 
Reserve Bank, is responsible for bank Directors’ Workshops 
and Bankers’ Forums in the Third District, and manages the 
Federal Reserve’s Partnership for Progress, a nationwide 
program for de novo and minority owned institutions.  Prior 
to joining the Philadelphia Fed, Rob was the Director of 
Banking for the New Jersey Department of Banking and 
Insurance.  Rob began his banking career in the legal 
department of UJB Financial in Princeton (now Bank of 
America) as Vice President and Assistant Counsel, where he 
resolved regulatory and consumer issues, and drafted BSA 
and KYC policies and procedures.  Rob subsequently joined 
Merrill Lynch in New York as Vice President and Senior 
Counsel, where he handled regulatory and corporate issues 
concerning retail and wholesale banking, and helped 
establish CRA and community development strategy during 
the rapid growth of the Merrill Lynch Banks.  Rob is also a 
co-founder to several community organizations.  He helped 
start the NJ Coalition of Urban Bankers, the NJ Financial 
Literacy Awareness Network, and the Creative Money 
Group. 

  
Kimberly Lloyd, Panelist, Vice President – Commercial 
Lending for City National Bank.  City National Bank has 
expertise in commercial and residential lending.  We are a 
community bank and specialize in community development by 
providing funding to stimulate economic development in the 
communities that we serve.  City National Bank is tenacious 
and ethical in building new business as well as forging strong 
relationships to secure customer loyalty.  Kimberly is a 20+ 
year real estate professional; she began her career at the 
Philadelphia Savings Fund Society and Fannie Mae.  She 
previously was with GMAC Commercial Mortgage Capmark 
Finance, Inc. for 10 years as Vice President/Mortgage Banker.  
Kimberly is very active and engaged in may civic activities; 
she is a member of Lincoln University Board of Trustees, 
serves as a Board Member for OARC (Ogontz Avenue 
Revitalization Corporation), Neumann Senior Center and 
Member, National Finance Committee for Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc.  Kimberly has been acknowledged by many for 
her service and dedication as a community leader and 
volunteer.    
 



  
John E. Harmon, Panelist, Vice President & Director of 
Business Development.  Prior to joining the Bank, he served 
as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Metropolitan 
Trenton African American Chamber of Commerce 
(MTAACC).  Since assuming the leadership of MTAACC in 
January of 1999, he grew its membership substantially, 
established affiliations with the Mercer County Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, the National Black Chamber of 
Commerce, US Chamber of Commerce and formulated 
strategic partnerships within the public and private sectors to 
promote economic diversity and increased opportunities for 
African American businesses throughout New Jersey.  Mr. 
Harmon has been featured on television, radio and several 
newspapers, including the cover of Mercer Business 
Magazine (June 2000) and NJ Biz (August 2002).  He is the 
recipient of several business and community awards 
including The 2002 New Jersey Transit Outstanding Service 
Award, Regional Alliance for Small Contractors 
“Partnerships That Work” Award, NAACP Freedom Award 
for Business in 1999, and a Humanitarian Award from The 
National Conference for Community and Justice in May 
2005.  Mr. Harmon serves on several Board of Directors, 
Chair, Crime Stoppers of Greater Trenton, Leadership 
Trenton, American Chamber of Commerce of Executives 
(ACCE), College of New Jersey Foundation, Minding Our 
Business (MOB), National Black Chamber of Commerce and 
United States Chamber of Commerce Committee of 100. 
 
Jacqueline D. Hill, Panelist, Director of the Pennsylvania 
Minority Business Development Center, a federally funded 
project of the US Commerce Department and program of 
The Enterprise Center. Prior to this position, Ms. Hill was the 
Membership Director of the African American Chamber of 
Commerce of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey.  Ms. 
Hill has spent much of her career advancing economic 
development in minority communities. In her role as 
Executive Director of the Pittsburgh Community 
Reinvestment Group (PCRG), she facilitated relationships 
with 14 financial institutions that ultimately netted over $4 
billion of reinvestment dollars into minority and low-income  

 communities across the City of Pittsburgh.Advocating on 
behalf of Minority Business, Ms. Hill has worked hands on 
with hundreds of companies to build their businesses, which 
ultimately has generated hundreds of jobs in both Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia.  She has been widely recognized for her 
accomplishments, has been named “Minority Business 
Advocate of the Year” by both the Small Business 
Administration and the Minority Business Opportunity 
Committee, and named a “Woman of Distinction” by the 
Girl Scouts of America.  Both the United Way of 
Pennsylvania and President George Bush Sr. have 
acknowledged her for his 1000 points of Light Volunteer 
Program.  
 
Chris Chaplin, Panelist, Financial Consultant to the 
Urban League Enterprise Center in Philadelphia, PA,  
First State Community Loan Fund in Wilmington, Delaware 
and Partners for The Common Good in Washington, DC. He 
has over 18 years of banking/business lending experience in 
the Caribbean and the United States and has worked for the 
Bank of Jamaica/Ex-IM Bank and Trafalgar Development 
Bank in Jamaica and PNC Bank and the Economic 
Opportunities Fund in the United States.  Mr. Chaplin is Vice 
President of Syndication and Strategic Alliances and a 
Director/Co-Owner of Hard Beat Communications, a minority 
certified pr and marketing agency.  The company also 
publishes Caribbean World News.  He is Co-Chairman of the 
Philadelphia Organizing Committee of Team Jamaica Bickle 
and a member of the Board of The Business Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Social Enterprise, a Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania based business incubator.  Mr. Chaplin earned a 
BSc. in Industrial Engineering from the University of The 
West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and a MBA from the 
George Washington University in Washington, D.C. 
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The Entrepreneurs’ Forum of Greater Philadelphia, Inc. is sponsored by members of the corporate, professional and investment community. The Forum serves as a 
focal point to help individuals and early stage companies develop, grow and prosper in the nine-county Philadelphia area. We do this by providing information, 

resources, counsel and services in addition to networking opportunities. For additional information about the Forum, or to be added to our mailing list, call 215-640-
3339. 

 
OFFICERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll Brian Doerner* 215-864-8615 
 Gregory Seltzer 215-864-8142 
CETRA, Inc. Jiri Stejskal Ph.D. 215-690-9083 
 Angela Wende 215-635-7090 
 Fee Sapahi 215-635-7090 
Dann Dorfman Herrell and Skillman Niels Haun 215-563-4100 x260 
Drexel Univ. LeBow College of Business Baiada Ctr. for 
  Entrepreneurship in Technology Terri Mcllhenney 215-985-0302 
Duane Morris LLP Richard Cohen 215-979-1233 
 Adrienne Wetmore 215-979-1942 
Entrepreneurs’ Organization Alexander Whiting 215-465-4769 
ExecutiveLeaders Radio Herb Cohen  610-941-2489 
Federal Reserve Bank  Dede Myers  215-574-6482 
Flaster/Greenberg Janet Levine 856-382-2242 
 Steven Poulathas 856-382-2255 
Fox Rothschild LLP Jimmie D. Johnson 215-717-2269 
Gregory/FCA Communications  Doug Rose  610-642-8253 x33 
g2m Group, Inc. Jose Palomino 610-579-3836 
Huntingdon Valley Bank Rob Dwyer 215-947-1300 x223 
Ideablob Ami Kassar 215-444-5850 
Kaplan & Associates, Inc.  Alan Kaplan*  610-642-5644 
La Salle University Dr. Marsha Timmerman  215-951-5133 
  Entrepreneurship Institute   
Law Offices of Henry Ian Pass Henry Ian Pass 610-660-8001 
Leib Solutions  Robert Leib 800-462-2070 x101 
Madway Business Marketing, LLC Bill Madway 610-519-4373 
Mid-Atlantic Capital Alliance  Carolyn Maher  215-790-3660 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP Jeffrey P. Bodle 215-963-5417 
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 
 
 
Penn State Great Valley School of 

Anthony J. Bernardo Jr. 
Rose A. Bernardo 
Nicholas A. Bernardo 
Dr. Eric W. Stein  

484-530-1040 
484-530-1061 
484-530-1057 
610-648-3256 

  Graduate Professional Studies    
Penn Venture Partners  Thomas A. Penn*  610-254-2999 
Philadelphia Business Journal  Lyn Kremer  215-238-1450 
Scramjet Strategies David Carter 215-732-2230 
Slice Communications 
St. Joseph’s University 

Staci Bender 
Dr. Kenny Kury 

610-304-0070 
610-660-1117 

Temple University Innovation & Jaine Lucas 215-204-4605 
  Entrepreneurship Institute    
Temple University SBDC Eustace Kangaju 215-204-7282 
Villanova University Dr. James Klingler 610-519-6443 
Wharton SBDC Therese Flaherty, Ph.D 215-898-8635 
Yellowbird Bus Company Robert Hicks  
   

 
 
 

FRIENDS OF THE FORUM 
 

Beacon Commercial Real Estate, LLC Joseph O’Donnell  SILVER* 484-533-6386 
End-Point Strategy Terry Collison       SILVER* 302-426-0981 

President  
John Lenzi, 610-862-2215 
CBIZ Accounting, Tax & Advisory, LLC 

Past President 
Joe Flynn*, 267-675-0626 
Sovereign Bank 
Jflynn1@sovereignbank.com 

President Elect 
Francis Taney, 215-665-3846 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney 
francis.taney@bipc.com 
 
Executive Director 
Dan Ross 
danross.efgp@comcast.net 

Treasurer  
Tony Santoro, 215-968-6600 
Fulton Bank 
ASantoro@fultonbank.com 

Vice President, Sponsor Dev. 
Irv Safra, 215-499-8101  
Safra Associates LLC 

Vice President, Programs 
Mark McGuriman, 610-862-2284 
CBIZ Accounting, Tax & Advisory, LLC 

Vice President, Marketing  
Paul Wesman, 610-715-8788 
Paul Wesman Corporate Communications 

Vice President, Technology  
Daniel Geiger, 610-828-5221 
Rome Technologies Ltd. 

Philadelphia 100® Consultant 
Jennifer Cohen, 215-790-3797 
Mid-Atlantic Capital Alliance 

Philadelphia 100® Co-Chairs  
Mark McGuriman, 610-862-2284 
CBIZ Accounting, Tax & Advisory, LLC 
 
Marc Sinkow 
GFO Consulting  
msinkow@gfoconsulting.com 

Five Minute Forum Director 
TBA 
 

Strategic Plan Development Officer 
Barry Meyers, 215-643-5558 
Executive Business Solutions 

Forum Operations 
Tyler Ward, 215-238-0723 
 
The Scullin Group 
Colleen Daniel, 215-640-3339 
 
* Past President 

Imagem Inc.  
 

Dr. Lalit Aggarwal  GOLD* 
 

215-477-9920 
 
 



 
 
 

2008–2009 Event Calendar 
 

Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held at the Federal Reserve Bank, 100 North 6th Street,  
Philadelphia. Networking from 5:30 to 6:30 PM.  Program from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. 

September 9, 2008  
Federal Reserve Bank 

Mastering the Rockefeller Habits  
Presenter: David Carter, MBA - President/Owner, ActionCOACH –
Philadelphia 

October 14, 2008  
Federal Reserve Bank 

“What’s Your Value Prop?”  
Presenter: Jose Palomino - President/g2m Group, Inc. and Author of 
Value Prop 

November 12, 2008  
Federal Reserve Bank 

The Road Ahead, Surviving and Thriving in Today’s Economy 
Presenters: Select Philadelphia 100 awards recepients  A Two Part 
Series!. 

December 9, 2008  
Federal Reserve Bank 

The Road Ahead, Surviving and Thriving in Today’s Economy 
Presenters: Industry Experts.  Part Two!   
 

January 26, 2009  
Franklin Institute 

Get Mobile in 2009!  
Experience today’s mobile phenomenon first hand 
 

February 10, 2009  
Federal Reserve Bank 

Building and Managing and Entrepreneurial Team in 2009 
Moderator: Alan J. Kaplan 
 

March 10, 2009  
Federal Reserve Bank 
 

What’s New in Pennsylvania’s Economic Development Initiatives? 

April 14, 2009  
Federal Reserve Bank 
 

Commercializing Your Intellectual Property  
Partnering With The American Society of Inventors 

May 12, 2009  
Federal Reserve Bank 
 

Advisory Boards and Your Business 

June 9, 2009  
Federal Reserve Bank 
 

Social Networking and the Entrepreneur  

July 14, 2009  
Federal Reserve Bank 
 

Funding Minority Businesses – Where the Rubber Meets the Road 

August 11, 2009  
TBA 
 

Entrepreneurs Forum Networking Reception 

 
  

5 MINUTE FORUM 
  

PitBull 
Description TBA 

 
The Pennsylvania Minority Business Development Authority (PMBDA) – Jarius McClendon 

The Pennsylvania Minority Business Development Authority (PMBDA) Program is designed to stimulate the creation, retention, and 
expansion of minority owned businesses and to create jobs in Pennsylvania. PMBDA provides low-interest loans to finance a portion 
of the costs of land, building, machinery and equipment, and working capital to minority business enterprises unable to fully finance 

these projects through equity, bank financing, or other private and public sources. 
 

Please register by visiting www.efgp.ticketleap.com 
www.efgp.org 
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